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1- INTRODUCTION

According to ILO data, most of the poor live in rural areas, where the
poverty rate is four times higher than in urban areas, and the lack of suitable
work is strongly felt in these areas. The villages of Zahedan city have faced
many problems such as drought, poor sanitation, poor infrastructure,
problems caused by the corona epidemic, weakness in the health and
sanitation system, and other issues, which caused the corona to impose a
double economic burden on the households. Considering that the lack of
control of the disease and its spread and new strains can have many
consequences for the economy, especially the rural economy, on the rural
households of Zahedan city, and it will bear significant negative effects, it is
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appropriate to address this issue in this research. Therefore, this research
seeks to answer the question, what are the effects of the corona disease
epidemic on the economic structure of rural households?

According to our question, the assumptions of the research are as
follows:

It seems that Corona has had a significant impact on rural production,
business environment, villagers' debt, the amount of working capital and the
amount of migration in the rural areas of Zahedan city.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

While the world is struggling with the corona virus epidemic, the
economic effects of this virus are becoming more evident day to day. The
initial estimate indicated that if the virus becomes a global pandemic, most
of the world's major economies will lose at least 2.4% of their GDP value
during 2021. Currently, the leading economists predict that the global
economic growth will be 2.4 to 3 percent less than the previous estimates.
For a more realistic understanding of these numbers, it should be said that
the current global GDP is estimated at 86.6 trillion US dollars. In this case,
the 2.4 reduction in economic growth will be something equivalent to 2
trillion dollars. However, these predictions were made before Covid-19
became a global pandemic and before widespread restrictions on social
contact were implemented to stop the virus epidemic.

From the point of view of economics, the economic damage caused by
the epidemic of Covid-19 is largely due to the decrease in demand, which
means that there is no consumer to buy the goods and services available in
the global economy. This impact can be clearly seen in affected industries
such as airlines and tourism. Countries have imposed travel restrictions to
slow the spread of the virus, and many people are unable to use airlines for
vacations or business trips. This decrease in consumer demand causes,
despite the obvious danger that the world economy is in, there are also
reasons based on which we can hope to avoid such pessimistic scenarios.
Governments have learned from previous crises that the effects of recession
caused by demand can be countered by increasing government spending. As
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a result, many governments, while increasing the monetary well-being of
their citizens, try to facilitate the access of various businesses to the required
financial resources so that they do not face problems in keeping their
employees during the disease epidemic. In addition, the specific nature of
this crisis can have positive effects on sectors such as tourism, food
retailing, and health care, and generate some economic growth to
compensate for the damage.

3- METHODOLOGY

This research is descriptive-analytical in terms of practical purpose and
in terms of the nature and method of doing the work, which is carried out by
two methods: library study and field survey. In the descriptive study section,
the library method has the main application because the theoretical
foundations of research and research on the subject of the research can only
be done by reviewing the existing and documented studies and researches.
The statistical population of the research consists of the rural households of
Zahedan city, due to the dispersion of the villages and their large number,
20 villages were randomly selected as sample villages, according to the
census of 2015, these villages have a total of 4456 households equal to it
had a population of 18.365 people, and 354 people were selected as a
sample by using the Cochran formula. In order to collect research data, a
researcher-made questionnaire was used, whose face validity was confirmed
by professors and experts related to the relevant rural economy.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Our results show that the significance level for all variables is less than
0.01, which indicates that the results can be generalized to the entire
statistical population. The obtained beta value shows the greater impact of
Corona on economic indicators. The results of the test show that Corona has
the greatest impact on the business space variable with a beta coefficient of -
0.398 and the least impact on the migration variable with a beta coefficient
of 0.147.
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5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

In examination of the status of economic indicators in the studied
villages, it showed that all five indicators of rural production, business
environment, working capital, villagers' debt and migration were evaluated
at an unfavorable level. In examination of the effects of the corona virus
epidemic on the economic indicators of rural households in Zahedan city,
the results showed that the corona virus epidemic has the greatest impact on
the variable of business environment and the least impact on the variable of
migration. Also, the corona virus epidemic has an effect on the variable of
rural production and working capital.

One of the investigated variables is the increase in villagers' debt. The
increase in the debt of the villagers is one of the problems that shows its
effects with the closure of industries and businesses. Therefore, the
government should prevent the increase in the debt of the villagers by
providing suitable solutions. For example, in Lithuania, the government
helps people who need help during quarantine and public shutdown through
a coordinating center. In this regard, people in rural areas can be supported
through programs such as granting interest-free loans and participating in
their repayment.

Keywords: Economic Indicators, Corona Virus, Rural Households,
Zahedan City.
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