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Study of the Effect of Good Governance and Political-Civil Liberties Indices
on Environmental Performance Index (EPI) in the Selected Countries

Ali Pourali', Mohammad Ali Falahi’ PhD, Aliakbar Naji Meydani® PhD

Abstract:

The environment over the past few decades has been one of the main and most important concerns of
human societies and obstacles to the development of countries. Hence, in recent years, the quality and
sustainability of the environment has become very important. Since environmental pollution is a social
and economic problem and is the result of policymakers' decisions, the main objective of this paper is to
study the impact of good governance and political-civil liberties indicators on the Environmental
Performance Index in the selected countries, with an average EPI score over 50 during 2005-2015. The
EPI index is chosen because it can represent the three dimensions of environmental quality, namely water,
air and soil. Among the institutional-political indices, the good governance and political and civil liberties
are chosen because of their combination and inclusiveness. The results based on panel data fixed effects
model using GLS show that the good governance and civil liberties indices have positive and significant
effects on the environmental performance.

Key Words: Good Governance, Political and Civil Liberties, Environmental Performance, Panel Data
Model, Selected Countries
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